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Walmart Foundation State Giving Council awards grants to Ohio non-profits 
More than $1 Million given to fight hunger and support children in Ohio  

 
(COLUMBUS, OH) ï The Walmart Foundation today announced its State Giving Council has awarded more than $1 
million to 13 non-profit organizations across Ohio to support the fight against hunger and to help children in need. 
Among the organizations receiving awards, the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks (OASHF) received 
$235,000 to continue its efforts to address hunger and increase capacity within its network of food banks throughout 
the state.  
 
ñThe Walmart Foundation is very pleased to be supporting these organizations, and are committed to helping in the 
communities where we serve,ò said Jason Klipa, Director of Public Affairs & Government Relations for New York, 
Ohio & Pennsylvania. ñThrough these State Giving Council contributions, we hope to address the challenges with 
food security in Ohio and make a difference in the lives of children in need.ò 
 
Through the State Giving Program, the Walmart Foundation awards grants that have a long-lasting, positive impact 
on communities by supporting state and local organizations that create opportunities for people to live better.  
 
ñThe Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks is extremely grateful for the commitment that 
Walmart and the Walmart Foundation have in the fight against hunger, especially here in Ohio,ò said Lisa Hamler-
Fugitt, OASHF Executive Director. ñThis generous donation of $235,000 will help provide food and hope for the ever 
increasing number of Ohioans who turn to Ohioôs emergency food assistance network in their time of need. It is 
through such partnerships as this, that we are able to provide our hungry friends and neighbors with the basic 
necessity of food.ò 
 
In addition to the OASHF, grants were presented to the following organizations during events in Columbus, Dayton, 
Cincinnati and Cleveland: 

 Childrenôs Defense Fund, $150,000 for the Freedom Schools initiative; 

 Junior Achievement of Greater Cleveland, $100,000 for economic education programs for Ohio students; 

 Rid-All Foundation, $100,000 to support urban agriculture program;  

 Cleveland Foodbanks, $100,000 to support the Childrenôs Nutrition Initiative;  

 Ohio-West Virginia YMCA, $75,000 for Ohio Youth in Government civic leadership program; 

 Chabad Columbus, $55,000 to assist special needs children to acquire life skills;  

 Westerville Area Resource Ministry, $50,000 to support the Client Choice Food Pantry; 

 Prevent Blindness Ohio, $50,000 to provide eye-care to children in low-income families; 

 YMCA of Greater Cincinnati, $50,000 to assist swimming programs for special needs children; 

 Childrenôs Medical Center of Dayton, $35,000 to provide medicine for children in need; 

 Childrenôs Hunger Alliance, $25,000 for the Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities nutrition program; 

 Dress for Success Cincinnati, $25,000 for employment-readiness services for disadvantaged women. 
 
ñAddressing the problem of hunger in Ohio and giving many children the support they need to succeed in the 
classroom and in life requires partnerships between government, nonprofit organizations and the private sector ï all 
acting together,ò Klipa added. ñIn addition to the Foundation grants, Walmart associates are always engaged to 
identify ways in which to make a difference in the community through their volunteer support that help countless 
children and families across the state. We are proud to support these organizations in Ohio.ò 
 
In 2010, Walmart stores, Sam's Club locations and the Walmart Foundation gave more than $28.2 million in cash 
and in-kind donations to local organizations in the communities they serve in the state of Ohio.  Through additional 
funds donated by customers, and Walmart and Samôs Club associates throughout the state, the retailerôs 
contributions in Ohio totaled more than $31.2 million.  

# # #  
About Philanthropy at Walmart  
Walmart and the Walmart Foundation are proud to support initiatives that are helping people live better around the globe. In May 
2010, Walmart and its Foundation made a historic pledge of $2 billion through 2015 to fight hunger in the U.S. The Walmart 
Foundation also supports education, workforce development, environmental sustainability, and health and wellness initiatives. To 
learn more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org. 
 

http://www.walmartfoundation.org/


 

 
Jason Klipa, Director of Public Affairs and Government Relations for Walmart in New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania and David Gose, Walmartôs 
Regional General Manager for Southern Ohio, present Walmart Foundation State Giving Council grants during a presentation in Columbus. 
Representing the organizationôs that received grants in central Ohio are (l-r): Laura Young, Childrenôs Defense Fund; Sherry Williams, Prevent 
Blindness Ohio; Shannon Amos, Childrenôs Hunger Alliance; Rabbi Areyah Kaltman from Chabad Columbus; Scott Marier, Westerville Area 
Resource Ministry; and Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jason Klipa, Director of Public Affairs and Government Relations for Walmart in New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania and David Gose, Walmartôs 
Regional General Manager for Southern Ohio present a Walmart Foundation State Giving Council grant to David Kinsaul, President of the 
Childrenôs Medical Center of Dayton. The funds will support the Needy Patient Fund the hospital established to help pay for medications for area 
children when their families cannot afford them. 

 



 
Jason Klipa, Director of Public Affairs and Government Relations for Walmart in New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania and David Gose, Walmartôs 
Regional General Manager for Southern Ohio present a Walmart Foundation State Giving Council grant to Sandy Berlin Walker, CEO of the 
YMCA of Greater Cincinnati and members of the YMCA staff to support its Adaptive Swim and Special Olympic programs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David Gose, Walmartôs Regional General Manager for Southern Ohio presents a Walmart Foundation State Giving Council grant to Mary Ivers, 
Founder and CEO of Dress for Success Cincinnati to help provide the full employment-readiness services for disadvantaged women. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Jason Klipa, Director of Public Affairs and Government Relations for Walmart in New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania and Dann Moore, Walmartôs 
Interim Regional General Manager for Northern Ohio, present Walmart Foundation State Giving Council grants during a presentation in Cleveland. 
Representing the organizationôs that received grants in northern Ohio are (l-r): Jennifer Yuhas, Vice President of Junior Achievement of Greater 
Cleveland;  Randell McShepard, Damien Forshe and Keymah Durden, co-founders of Rid-All Green Partnership; and Bill Coquillette, secretary of 
the Board of Directors for the Cleveland Foodbank. 

 


